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Town/City: § Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
Photograph North Eastham 


Address: 530 Steele Road 
Historic Name: Archibald H. Briggs Cottage 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 

Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: 1913-1921 
Source: deeds, historic maps, historic newspapers 
Style/Form: Summer Cottage 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: concrete 


View from south. 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Locus Map (north at top) 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
none 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
none 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL|_ Date: 
Acreage: 0.19 


Setting: The cottage is located in a dense concentration of 
small summer cottages built in the mid- and late 20" c. It is 
within 100 yards of Cape Cod Bay. 


Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 
Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Archibald H. Briggs Cottage, built ca. 1915, is a story-and-a-half wood frame summer cottage with a front-gable roof and a 
three-bay front fagade with a center entrance and full porch. A single window occupies the center of the gable. A one-story wing 
is attached to the rear; an open deck with a balustrade is mounted on its flat roof. The house is centered on the frontage of a 
small lot in a clearing screened by mature trees and natural foliage. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

The cottage now numbered 530 Steele Road does not appear on the 1905 Eastham map, though the unmarked Steele Road is 
depicted there. It was named for William Bradford Steele (1855-1951), a native of Harwich who, according to later deeds, laid 
out the road himself, and it was a private way until at least 1925. Steele, whose younger brother was South Eastham undertaker 
James B. Steele, had acquired the former Parker and Rachel Brown house at 1285 Massasoit Road (EAS.86) from the town in 
1897 along with fifteen adjacent acres.' The 1880 Eastham map appears to show what became Stele Road as a cartway 
running west to the bay; only one dwelling and two fish houses were in the otherwise undeveloped area at that time. 


William B. Steele was the son of East Harwich master mariner William N. Steele and had first gone to sea when he was nine 
years old. By the mid-1870s he became a barber and lived and worked in Lynn, but by 1898 he was in Eastham and still 
barbering when he married Blanche Eliza Turner, an Everett native whose family then lived in Eastham. Steele retired to 
Eastham about 1895 and continued to work part-time as a barber, but he might have at least begun to develop the Cook’s Brook 
beach area for summer cottages. No notice of this activity is documented in Cape newspapers, however, except for the fact that 
in April 1913 he bought the “Lake bakery” in Orleans from his brother James in order to move it and use it as a summer cottage. 
The Yarmouth Register does not report the location to which Steele moved the building, and it is at least possible that it was 
moved to Steele Road.” In September 1913 Steele sold what his deed termed “cottage lot #7,” laid out by Steele, on the road 
leading by his own house to the bay, meaning to indicate Steele Road. He sold three more cottage lots, each with sixty-five feet 
of frontage on the road, in 1921 and 1922. 


By the time Steele sold the 530 Steele Road lot of John H. Lewis of Fairhaven in July 1921, a cottage and an outbuilding stood 
upon it. Lewis owned the property until October 1925, when he sold it to Joseph L. Tuttle of Bourne. Steele sold an adjoining lot 
of the same size to Tuttle the next month, and the deed stated that this parcel “is a continuation westward to the bay of the land 
formerly owned by the grantor.” Tuttle then sold the 530 Steele Road property within a month to Louis Aloysius Byrne of Dennis 
and Michael J. Finnigan of Worcester, trustees of Pilgrim Land Trust, created to buy and sell real property in September 1925.3 
By July 1926, when they transferred the trust property to Pilgrim Land Trust Inc., the two owned fifty-eight parcels on Cape Cod.* 


In August 1927 the trust sold the two adjacent Joseph Tuttle lots, one of them the site of 530 Steele Road, to Edward Patrick 
Byrne of Harwich, another short-term owner of the property.° Edward P. Byrne was a road foreman for the state highway 
department and the older brother of Louis Byrne. Byrne platted a ten-lot subdivision along the north side of Steele Road dated 
May 1926, before he owned the property, ranging from Lot 1 near the bay shore to Lot 10; each contained 4225 square feet. 
Only Lot 10 was then developed, with a house and two outbuildings.® 


1 George T. Dill, Collector of Taxes Town of Eastham, to William B. Steele, 20 April 1897, BCD 228:369. In 1914 Steele bought an eighth- 
interest in twenty acres in this same North Eastham neighborhood from the heirs of Isaiah Holbrook Horton Jr. (BCD 332:283) and sold it ten 
days later to Chester E. Pierce of Brighton (BCD 331:573). 
2 Yarmouth Register, 5 April 1913, 7. On Steele see “William B. Steele,” Boston Globe, 5 December 1951, 27. 
3 Joseph L. Tuttle, Wareham, to Louis A. Byrne and M. J. Finnigan, trustees Pilgrim Land Trust, 16 December 1925, BCD 426:590. 
4 Louis A. Byrne and M. J. Finnigan, trustees Pilgrim Land Trust, to Pilgrim Land Trust Inc., 22 July 1926, BCD 437:246: 
5 Pilgrim Land Trust Inc., Hyannis, to Edward P. Byrne, 15 August 1927, BCD 450:27. 
§ “Plan of Land, North Eastham, Mass., Property of Edward P. Byrne,” May 1926, BCP 37:87. 
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In February 1928, Edward Byrne sold Lots 9 and 10 to Archibald Henry Briggs of Quincy, the first long-term owner of 530 Steele 
Road.’ 


Born in 1879, Briggs was the son of English immigrants. His father was a drawing teacher, and Archibald was working as civil 
engineer for the state highway commission by 1900. His father had died by 1918, and Briggs lived through at least 1940 with his 
mother Annie Elizabeth and sisters Beatrice and Maude Alice, both schoolteachers. He had retired from the state department of 
public works by 1955, and in 1958 he sold 530 Steele Road to Muriel P. Strout and her married daughter Shirley Strout 
Coleman, both of Westfield. Maine native Muriel Parker Strout was the wife of George Darling Strout, a native of Quincy who 
was a draftsman and machinery designer for Dorchester chocolate manufacturer Walter Baker Company. In 1979 daughter 
Shirley sold her interest in 530 Steele road to her mother, then living in Baltimore, and two weeks later Muriel Strout sold the 
property to Michael F. and Mary Ann Buckley of Middle Haddam, Connecticut, and Catherine D. Lally of Farmington, 
Connecticut. Lally sold her half-interest to the Buckleys in 1990, and the Buckleys were the owner of record in 2020.° 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Barnstable County Registry of Deeds. Deeds, Land Court Records, and Subdivision Maps. 

Barnstable Patriot Archives. Sturgis Library Digital Newspaper Archive, 
https://digital.olivesoftware.com/Olive/APA/Sturgis/#panel=home. 

Dunham's 1929 Eastham (Mass.) Street Directory. 

Town of Eastham Tax Commitment Books. 1902-57. 

Massachusetts Historical Commission. “Reconnaissance Survey Report: Eastham.” Typescript, Massachusetts Historical 
Commission, Boston, 1984. 

McKenzie, Matthew. Clearing the Coastline: The Nineteenth-Century Ecological and Cultural Transformation of Cape Cod. 
Hanover, NH, and London: University Press of New England, 2010. 

Resident and Business Directory of Cape Cod, Massachusetts, 1901. South Framingham, MA: A. E. Foss Publishing Co., 1901. 

Trayser, Donald G. Eastham, Massachusetts, 1651-1951: Eastham’s Three Centuries. Lexington, MA: Hancock Press for 
Eastham Tercentenary Committee, 1951. 


MAPS 

Rogers, Josiah, Elijah Knowles, and Simeon Kingman. A Map of Eastham. 1795. 

Hales, John G. Plan of Eastham and Orleans. 1831. 

Walling, Henry F. Map of the Counties of Barnstable, Dukes and Nantucket Massachusetts Based upon the Trigonometrical 
Survey of the State. New York: D. R. Smith and Co.,1858. 

Official Topographical Atlas of Massachusetts Compiled and Corrected by H. F. Walling and O. W. Gray. Boston: Stedman, 
Brown and Lyon, 1871. 

Atlas of Barnstable County, Massachusetts. Boston: George H. Walker and Co., 1880. 

Atlas of Massachusetts from Topographical Surveys Made in Co-operation by the United States Geological Survey and the 
Commissioners of the Commonwealth 1884-1888. Boston: Commissioners of the Commonwealth, 1890. 

Atlas of Barnstable County, Massachusetts . . . from Official Plans and Actual Surveys. Boston: Walker Lithograph and 
Publishing Co., 1905, 1910. 


7 Edward P. Byrne, Harwich, to Archibald H. Briggs, Quincy, 13 February 1928, BCD 464:20. 

8 Archibald H. Briggs, Quincy, to Muriel P. Strout and Shirley Strout Coleman, Westfield, 14 August 1958, BCD 1039:549. 

® Shirley Strout Cyran (fka Shirley Strout Coleman), Mt. Laurel NJ, to Muriel P. Strout, Baltimore MD, 13 June 1979, BCD 2936:124; Muriel P. 

Strout, Baltimore MD, to Michael F. and Mary Ann Buckley, Middle Haddam CT, and Catherine D. Lally, Farmington CT, 30 June 1979, BCD 

2954:142; Catherine D. Lally, East Hampton CT, to Michael F. and Mary Ann Buckley, Middle Haddam CT, 2 October 1990, BCD 7322:17. 
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The 1926 Byrne plan (BCP 37:87) depicts 530 Steele Road on 


Lot 10 on the north side of “Wm. B. Steele Road,” probably 


still a private way. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from SW. 
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